Truman’s Diary Entry

July 18 [19] 45
Ate breakfast with nephew Harry, a sergeant in the Field Artillery. He is a good soldier and a nice boy. They took him off Queen Elizabeth at Glasco and flew him here. Sending him home Friday. Went to lunch with P.M., at 1:30 walked around to British Hqrs. Met at the gate by Mr. Churchill. Guard of honor drawn up. Fine body of men Scottish Guards. Band played Star Spangled Banner. Inspected Guard and went in for lunch. P.M. and I ate alone. Discussed Manhattan (it is a success). Decided to tell Stalin about it. Stalin had told P.M. of telegram from Jap Emperor asking for peace. Stalin also read his answer to me. It was satisfactory. Believe Japs will fold up before Russia comes in.
I am sure they will when Manhattan appears over their homeland. I shall inform Stalin about it at an opportune time. Stalin's luncheon was a most satisfactory meeting. I invited him to come to the U.S. Told him I'd send the Battleship Missouri for him if he'd come. He said he wanted to cooperate with U.S. in peace as we had cooperated in war but it would be harder. Said he was grossly misunderstood in U.S. and I was misunderstood in Russia. I told him that we each could help to remedy that situation in our home countries and that I intended to try with all I had to do my part at home. He gave me a most cordial smile and said he would do as much in Russia.
We then went to the conference and it was my job to present the Ministers proposed agenda. There were three proposals and I banged them through in short order, much to the surprise of Mr. Churchill. Stalin was very much pleased. Churchill was too after he had recovered. I’m not going to stay around this terrible place all Sunday just to listen to speeches. I’ll go home to the Senate for that.
Analysis Questions

Read Truman’s diary entry and then answer the following questions:

1. What is the purpose of this document? 

2. What is Manhattan? 

3. What did Truman mean by, "I'm not going to stay around this terrible place all summer just to listen to speeches. I'll go home to the Senate for that."? 

4. What does P.M. stand for? 

5. Stalin controlled all media in the Soviet Union, so why did he profess a "gross misunderstanding of Truman in Russia”?
6.  What is Truman's view of Stalin in the journal entries? 
7. Select a quotation from the diary entry. What does it tell you about the United States at the time it was written? What does it say about President Truman's character? Have our values as Americans changed over time, giving new meaning to the events of the 1940's?
